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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



1 ... (Currently Amended) A method of coating a.tubular implantable medical device, 
comprising rotating an applicator hi a first directioh so as to fciiri t fbrmW a- layer Of a coating 
composition that comprises a polymer and a solvent, on a surface of ^ the applicator; and 
transferring at leastsome of the layer of the coating conipositibn onto a tubular implantable 
medical device ,wherein the tubular implanted supported on a mandrel 

rotating in a second direction, wherein the second direction is opposite to the first direction or 
refers to rotation about an axis that is not parallel to a rotation axis of the applicator. 

2.. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the layer on the surface of the applicator 
has a thickness of about,2.5. microns to about 1000 microns. 

3 '. (Original) The method of Claim I , wherein the layer on the surface of the applicator 
has a thickness of about 25 microns to about l OOimiqrons, 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. ( Original The method of C laim 1 , wherein .ihe layer of the coatingVeomposition is 
transferred to an outer surface of the device. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the viscosity of the coating composition is 
about 1 0 cehtipoises at ambient temperature arid pressure to about 1000 ceritipoises at ambient 
temperature arid pressure. 

7. (Original) The method of (Claim 1 , vvhefein the deyice is a stent. 
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8 v (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 s wherein thecoating composition 
further comprises a therapeutijc ^substanee^ 

9. (Currently Amended) .A method of coating avtxibular imp lanlable -medical device,,the 
medical device having a bore, comprisingrt 

placing an applicator having an applicator surface contairiinjg at least a.polymer 
dissolved in a solvent into the bore: and 

applying the pol ymer dissolved in a solvent to: the bore. 

forming a layer of a composition that coriiprises a polymer and a solvent on a surface 
of an applicator substrate; and rotating a tubular implantable medical deyi ce that is ; supported 
on a mandrel along a longitudinal central axis the'device while a; surface of the, device is in 
close proximity to or iii contact with a surfac e df the applicator substrate ^ 

10. (Cancelled). 
M. (Cancelled). 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 Claim 9, wherein the rotational speed of 
the tubular device is between 1 rotation, per minute to 25p; rdfations,p 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 Claim 9 , wherein the rotating the 
applicator step forming the layer o f composition on the applicator substrate includes 
depositing a mass of the. composition on ttie \iaL^UQXt0&sib^straie followed by leveling; tlie 
composition so that the layer^has a substantially ^ 
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14. (Original) The method of Claim 13; wherein leveling the composition comprises 
directing; a gas to the coating cpmpositipn,;the g^is havingjsufficicht air flow to reduce th? 
profile of the composition. 

1 5. (Currently Amended ) The method of Claim 1 3^ wherein leveling theicomposition 
comprises positioning a barrier at a distance above the surface of tlie applicator substrat e aiid 
at. a position before the composition reaches the tubular device such . that the movement qf the 
surface applicator substrate past the barrier causes the composition to level to the substantially 
uniform thickness. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim,9 Claim 18 . wherein the surface of the 
applicator substrate is substantially flat. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 9 Claim 18, whereto the surface of the 
applicator substrate is cylindrical in shape. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method of coating a tubular implantable, medical dev|c% 
comprising: 

rotating a: member so as to form a layer of a coating composition over a surface of ah 
applicator, and 1 transferring at least some of the layer of the coating composition onto a tubular 
implantable medical device while; the member rotates 

depositing a layer of a composition on a surface of an applicator; 



SA'NI?KANpiSC?0/2ti4l 14.1 



Response to Notice; oF Nort^Gbmpliaiit Amendment Dated 04/24/2Q08 
U S, Appln. Serial Nd. ] 0/680,905 
Attorney Docket No. : 506i23;243 
Page 5 of 12 

positioning a tubular iniplahliable medicaldovico that is supported on a mandrel in close 
proximity to or in contact with the surfac e of the 
deposit the composition on the tubular.device. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 18, wherein the composition is applied; to 
the outer surface of the device or the intfef surface of the device but not both at the same time: 

21 . (.Currently Amended) The method of Claim 18, wherein the rotational speed of the 
applicator member is- between 0:1 rotations per minute Jtb 200 rotations per minute. 

22. (Original) the method of Claim 18* additionally comprising leveling the composition 
on the surface o f the applicator so that the ; layer has a substantially uni fol*m thickness. 

23 . (Currently Amended) The method o f Claim 18, wherein the applicator member has a 
radi us o f curvature about eq ual to a radius of curvature of the tubular device. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 8, further comprising rotating the device 
along about a ee«^ longi tudinal axis of the device. 

Claims 25-40, (Canceled). 

41 . (Currently Amended) A method of coating a tubular implantable medical device 
having ah outer surface, whereby a surface: portion forms a portion of the outer surface and the 
surface portion extends ^along the longitudinal ax is of the miedical device ; the method 
comprising; 
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submerging the a portion of tubular implantabie medical deviee into . a coating 
composition including placing only the surface portion in coritact with the coating 
composition; along a ion gitudinal longth of the d e vie e; and 

rotating the submerged device akmg about the [fall longitudinal central axis of the 
deviee while the device; i s partially submerged in the coating composition . 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 8 wherein the surface bf the 
applicator substrate include? vertical grooves, horizontal ^opves, grooves with a zigzag 
pattern., grooves and/or a in-a discontinuous pattern or any combination thereof . 

43. (Canceled). 

44. (Canceled). 

45. (New) the method of Claim 1 , wherein the tubular implantable medical device is 
supported on a mandrel. 

46. (New) The metho&of Claim 1 , w herein the applicator rotates about a first axis and" the 
tubular implantable medical device rotates about a second axis that is perpendicular to the first 
axis. 

47. (New) The method pf Claim 1 r . wherein the applicator rotates in a clockwise direction 
and the tubular implantable medical device rotates in axounter-clockwise direction. 

48 . (New) The method ;of Claim 1 , wherein the applicator includes conveyor rollers., 

49. (New) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the applicator includeis droller. 
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50. (New) The method of Claim 49, wherein the roller is partially submerged in a. 
reservoir comprising a polymer arid a solvent. 

51. (New) The method of Glaim lv wherein the roller is partially submergedjin a reservoir 
comprising a polymer arid a solvent. 

52 . (New) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the appriicatdr rotates at about the same- rate as, 
medical device. 

53. (New) The method of Claim 1, wherein the applicator rotates and after the applicator 
rotates; the medical device rotates. 

54. (New) the method of Claim 9, farther i ncluding the step of rol ling the applicator 
around an inner circumference of the bore to thereby apply the polymer dissolved in a sol vent 
to the bore. 

55. (New) The method of Claim 1 8, wherein the^member rotates at an angular rate, 
further including the step of rotating the medical devicie in a direction opposite to the rotation, 
direction of the member but at the same angular rate. 

56. (New) The method of Claim 1 8, wherein the rotating a member so as to form a layer 
of a coating composi tion over a surface of an applicator includes rotating a member so as to 
form a layer of a coating compositiori over a sitf face'of the iriember* 

57. (New) the method of Claim 18, wherein the applicator comprises a conveyor having a 
plurality of rotating members. 
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58. (New) The method of Claim 41, wherein the:plaeihg step further incj udes suspending 
the device over the coating composition such that only the surface portion is in contact with 
the coating composition. 
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